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II is of the utmoſt confequence, in difcuſling * | 
- queſtion of this nature, to aſcertain with preci- 

fion who are the Methodiſts, and what people 
among all the numerous claſſes that are 1 i | 

the world, may literally be ſaid to rank under this 

_ denomination, —for unleſs we arrive at ſome cer- 

tainty in this reſpeQ, we ſhall wander through the 
intricate maze of argument, without any clue that 
HH will enable us to find out the truth. - 7 


Various have been the miſtakes committed by 
men of different ſentiments in religion, who have 
undertaken to condemn or juſtify the people called 
— Methodiſts, for want of this diſcrimination, and 
many on both ſides of the queſtion have ſhewun 
nearly as great ignorance of their true character as 


a good gentleman in Ireland, who, upon hearing | 
ſome people talk about them, exclaimed. as fol- —_— 
lows :>* Methodiſts! aye, they are the people | 
5 who place all religion in wearing. long. beards,” : 


In ſhort, (to uſe the language of a writer who ex- 
preſsly ſays he does not intend to defend the Me- 
thodiſts, and is therefore not to he conſidered as 
prejudiced in their favour) abundance of miſtakes 
2 are 2 D e 
edly ſprung from this; men lump together, under. 
this general name, many who have no manner of | | 
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connettion with each other; and then whatever an 


M>. i 


of theſe ſpeak or do, is of courſe imputed to all. 


It ſhall be my buſineſs therefore, at the outſet 
of this diſcuſſion, to make a minute, enquiry into 
oe origin of Methodiſm, and to point out, as 

riefly as poſſible, the true character of thoſe peo- 
— — are at this time to be the ſubjeft of our 
ate 


In the year 1729, Meſſrs. John and Charley 


| Weſley, the former Fellow of Lincoln College, | 


the latter Student of Chriſt Church, and two more 
Gentlemen of different Colleges i in Oxford, began 
101 ſpend ſome eyenings in the week together, chief. 
ly in reading the Greek Teſtament. The next 
year they were Joined by ſome of Mr. John and 
Charles Weſley's pupils. In 1732, three more 
gentlemen, viz. Mr. Ingham, of Queen's College 
Mr. Broughton, of Exeter, and Mr. Clayton, o 
Brazen Noſe College, with two or three of the lat 


ter gentleman's pupils, alſo joined them. And in 


17355 the celebrated Mr. James Hervey, (author 
of the Meditations) and Mr. Whitkeld, were 


added to their number. : 


This fele& party continued 3 25 uni- 
form courſe of ſtudies, but the ſingularity of their 
lives, and intenſe application, could not, (as we 
may well ſuppoſe) long eſcape the obleryation of 
their fellow neee who Pon began to charge 
them with being 71ghteous over-much, alledging, that 
they were too ſcrupulous, and too ſtrict, and in 


particular, a young ſtudent of Chriſt Church, ob- 


ſerving the exact regularity of their lives and ſtu- 


dies, took occafion to tay, Here is a new ſet of 


«Methodiſts ſprung up,” alluding to ſome ancient 
Phyſicians who were ſo called. This name being 
new and quaint, it took immediately, and the 
Method! ifts 


1 
Methodiſts were known all over the Univerſity, M 


they are at preſent known almoſt all over the civi- 
lized part of the world. | or 


So much for the origin of the appellation of 
Methodiſt, With eie to the character of the 
primitive Methodiſts, I find it thus delineated by 
the impartial writer I before mentioned; They 
te were,” (lays he) © all zealous Members of the 
* Church of England, not only tenacious: of all 
* her dottrines, but os all her diſcipline. They 
<« were likewiſe zealous obſervers of all the Uni- 
“ verſity ſtatutes ; but they obſerved neither theſe, 
“ nor any thing elſe, any farther than they con- 
& ceived it was bound upon them by that one 
& book THz BIBLE, it being their one deſire and 
“ deſign to be downright BIBLE CHRISTIANS, 
taking the Bible, as interpreted by the primitive 
* Church and our own, for their whole and ſole 
„5 „„ | 5 


By degrees they each left their reſpective Col- 
leges, and were diſperſed into different parts of the 
world. Meſſrs. Weſley and Mr. Whitfield went 
alternately to Georgia; but wherever they went, 
they ſtill maintained their original name and cha- 
racter. Hitherto they were all united together ag 
the heart of one man, they agreed both in ſenti- 
ment and practice; the firſt ſeparation which took 
place among them, was that between Mr. Weſley 
and Mr. Whitfield, in the year 1741, on account 
of a difference of ſentiment reſpetting the Univer- 
ſality of the Death of Chriſt; the firſt believing in 
2 the laſt in Particular Redemption; 4 * 
this difference being only as to a non efſential in 

religion, they had ſtill a right to be conſidered as ' 
but one people, and to rank under the general- 

name of Methodiſts. The ſubſequent OT 
| * 5 „ which 
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v which took place, were of a more ſerious nature; 
a few years afterwards, a Mr. Cudworth, and Mr. 
Relly, ſeparated from Mr. Whitfield. Theſe were 
properly Antinomians; yet theſe were denomi- 
nated Methodiſts, although differing from Mr. 
Whitfield both in judgment and praQtice, much 
more than Mr. Whitfield did from Mr. Peſley.— 
About jthis time, Mr. Venn, and Mr. Romaine, _ 
began to preach, and ſoon after, Mr. Madan, and 
Mr. Berridge; who, although they had no con- 
neQion with each other, yet preaching Salvation 
by Faith, and endeavouring to be Bible Chriſtians, 
were ſoon denominated Methodiſts. Afterwards, 
Mr. Bell, and Mr. Maxfield, ſeparated from Mr, 
Weſley; yet theſe alſo continued to be called Me- 
thodiſts, and ſo the name was miſapplied, by being 
beſtowed upon many who ſcarcely held one of the 
doftrines of the primitive Methodiſts, till, by 
degrees, it was applied to every ſerious perſon 
who did not go to church, and to every congre- 
gation diſſenting from the Church of England, as 
It is in this day. Whereas, ſtrictly ſpeaking, none 
are Methodiſts in the original ſenſe of the word, 
but the followers of Weſley and Whitfield, be- 
cauſe they, and they only, hold all the eſſential 
points of doctrine which were held by thoſe indi- 
viduals before · mentioned, who firſt received the 
name of Methodiſts, (for the Baptiſts, and all the 
—_ numerous ſetts of . _ exiſt, wart | 
ctrines that were never held, nor perhaps thought 
of by the primitive Methodiſts.)) Po 


_ Having thus ſhewn, in as conciſe a manner as 1 
could; who are the Methodiſts, and that none 
have a right to be conſidered as ſuch. but the fol- 
lowers of Wefley and Whitfield, I ſhall now en- 
deayour to enquire into the preſent ſentiments and 
dy 1 1 Pfraßtics 
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prattieę of theſe people; but as they are divided int6 
two branches, and there are many gentlemen here 
to ſpeak to, the character of the Calviniſtic Metho- 
diſts, I ſhall confine myſelf to that branch of them 
denominated Arminians, from their holding the 
tenets of Arminius reſpeQing the Divine Decrees 
and Univerſal Redemption; and the more ſo, as 
it has been my lot to aſſociate more particularly 
with the followers of Mr. Weſley. 


But before I proceed to exculpate the Metho- 
diſts from the charges of Hypocriſy, Enthufiaſm, 
and Bigotry, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
I mean to conſider them only as a body, for I do 
not deny, (and if I did I ſhould not expect to be 
believed by any one that has a grain of common 
ſenſe) that there, are among them, (as is always the 
_ caſe among large bodies of people) ſome unworthy 
charaRers, though, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, none 
ſuch are permitted to remain with them after 
they are diſcovered, but are immediately excluded 
their ſociety. All that I ſhall inſiſt on, is, that the 
Methodiſts, (as a body of people) are not artful 
hypocrites, gloomy enthuſiaſts, or contratted bi- 
gots; but men of 1 piety, who have revived 
the great work of religion among mankind; and 
then, if ſome gentlemen ſhould come forward with 
a few folitary inſtances of individuals among the 
| Methodiſts, who have acted unworthy of the pro- 
feſſion they held, I truſt that will not do away the 
force of my arguments, in the mind of the candid 
part of this audience; for J humbly inſiſt, that it 
will be enough for my purpoſe, to ſhew that the 
majority of the Methodiſts are free from thoſe ill 
qualities mentioned in the queſtion. w_ 


I come now to enquire into the ſentiments of the 
Arminian Methodiſts ; and furely there is no bet- 
OY - "ol 
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in their writings, and diſcourſes 
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ter way to aſcertain with preciſion, what the r&ligf« 
ous ſentiments of any body of people are, than to 
examine the tenets promulgated by their teachers; 

rom the pulpit. 
With reſpect to Mr. Weſley himſelſ, who may be 
conſidered as the head of this body of people, let 
us enquire firſt into the ſentiments which he held, 
and in order to judge of theſe aright, we cannot 


do better than to attend awhile to his own writings; 


of every man muſt be learned from himſelf: con- 
cerning his practice, indeed it is ſafeſt to truſt the 
evidence of othefs. hp 


for, as a celebrated author obſerves, the eee 


Mr. Weſley, in his Farther Appeal to Men of 
Reafon and Religion, page 28, ſpeaking of the 


tenets he held, ſays, © I frequently ſum them all 


* up in one, In Chriſt Fefus, (i. e. according to 
& his goſpel) neither e availeth any 
&« thing, nor uncircumciſion; but Fair H, which 
« worketh by love; but many times I inſtil them 
& one by one, under theſe or the like expreſſions: 
& Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 


„ heart, and with all. thy mind, and with all thy 


& foul, and with all thy ſtrength. Thou ſhalt. love 
« thy neighbour as thyſelf, as thy own ſoul, as Chriſt 
loved us. Gp 1s Loves, and he that dwelleth 
& in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. Love 


e worketh no ill to his neighbour, therefore love is 


c the fulfilling of the law. While we have time, let 
« us do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them 
ce that are of the houſehold of faith. Whatſoever 
ye would that men ſhould do unto you, even ſo 
& do unto them. Theſe,” (adds he,) © are my fa- 
“ yourite tenets, and have been for many years.” 


Mr. Weſley has not, therefore, left us in the dark 
| az to what were his real ſentiments, ſince we are 


here 


43 
here furniſhed with a very explicit avowal of 


them. 


In another place he gives us an excellent defini- 


tion of what he conceives true religion to be. 
« True religion,“ (ſays he) © is the loving God 
& with our heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves, 
& and in that love abſtaining from all evil, and do- 
& ing all poſſible good 40 all men!“ (Farther Ap- 
peal; page 20.) e 5 ; 
| I ſhall produce one midfe quotation from Mr. 
Welley's works, to ſhew how conſiſtent he is with 
himſelf, (which is far from the charaQter of an im- 


poſture or an hypocrite ; for © Impoſture,” as th * 


Pathetic Sterne obſerves, © is all diſſonance, let 
what maſter ſoever of it undertake the part; let 
6 


him harmonize and modulate it as he may, one 


& tone will contradift another; and whillt we have 


be ears to hear, we ſhall diſtinguiſh it, tis Trum 


& only which is conſiſtent, and ever in harmony 
«& with itſelf; it fits upon our lips like the natural 
“ notes of ſome melodies, ready to drop out whe- 
& ther we will or no.”) 


In another part of his works, Mr. Weſley gives 


us a very amiable picture of true religion. © There 


& is,” ſays he, a religion to be attained that is 


« worthy of God who gave it, and this we do con- 
% ceive. to be no other than Love, the love of 
% God, and of all mankind; the loving God with 
e all our heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength, as having 

* firſt loved us, as the fountain of all the good we 
have received, and of all we ever hope to en- 
joy; and the loving every ſoul which God hath 

n | 

made, every man on earth as our own ſoul.” —- 
(Earneſt Appeal, Page . 4 


B I could 


* 


[ 10 ] 

F could add many more quotations from his 
works, which all breathe the ſame ſpirit, and the 
fame ſentiments, though expreffed- in different 
words; and I defy any man that ever read them, 
to produce any iſtances wherein Mr. Weſley, in 
one part of his writings, contraditts what he has 
ſaid in another. He always is confiſtent, and 
this, I contend, is ſufficient to juſtify him from the 
charge of hypocriſy or impoſture, aceording to the 
above poſition, which the celebrated Sterne has laid 


down. . 8 a 8 5 


I have frequently had the honor of hearing Mr. 
Welley preach, as I have likewiſe heard moſt of his , 
preachers, both itinerant and local; and from that 

preaching, and a peruſal of his and their works, I 
am clearly convinced that, their dottrines may all 
be reduced to this one, or, in other words, that 
their firſt and leading tenet is SALVATION BY _ 
Falrn. This implies three things: — 1ſt. That 
men by nature are all dead in ſin, and conſequent- 
ly children of wrath :—2d. That they are juſtified 
by Faith alone: - gd. That Faith produces inward 

- and outward holineſs, or in other words, a perfect 
moral deportment ; and this was the doctrine of the 
primitive Methodilts ; for, ſays the author F firſt 
quoted, © they were Convinced, that by Grace we 

& are ſaved through Faith; that Juſtification 

„Faith was the dottrine of the Church as well as 
& of the Bible; as ſoon as they beheved they ſhale; 

* Salvation by Faith was their ſtanding topie“ 


Indeed, with reſpe& to the nature of Faith, all 
men are not now, nor ever were agreed. It has 
undoubtedly various fignifications in Scripture; 
fometimes it means to aſſent, as in Adds viii. 1g. 
at other times to give credit, as in Geneſis xiv. 26. 
„„ ” ji. 10. 


ii. 10. to receive, as in John i. 13. iii. 18.16. 
Romans ix. 33. x. 4. to be fully perſuaded, as in 
John vi. 67. to expect, or hope, as in Plalmxxvit. - 
13. to:know, as in John xvii. 29. James ul. 19. 


a laffy, 40 put confidence in, as in II. Chron. 


obvious ſignifications of true Faith, and ſhould al- 


gether; men are too apt, indeed, 


ways be joined to 


to ſeparate them. 


There are many in our day who deny, that truſt i 
aud confidence in Chriſt are eſſential to true Fanhz,  _—_ 
and who ſeem to have imbibed that benevolent ſen- 
timent promulgated by the Council of Trent, name- 
ly, © that if any man ſhall ſay, that juſtifying Faith 
« is nothing elſe but a confidence in the diving 
«© mercy remitting fins for 'Chiiſt's fake, and that 
„this confidence is that alone by which we are 
5 juſtified, let him be accurſed,” —{12th canon of 
the Council of Trent}: but one ſhould think, that 
none who profeſſed themſelves to be Members of 
the Church of England, would be hardy enough 
to eſpouſe a dottrine fo inimical to one of her ho- 
milies, (I mean that on Salvation) which has theſe 
expreſs words, Even the devils believe that 
“ Chriſt was born of a virgin, that he wrought all 
* kind of miracles, declaring himſelf very God; 
that for our fakes he ſuffered a moſt painful 
“ death, to redeem us from death everlaſting. 
© Theſe Articles of our Faith the devils believe, 
and ſo they believe all. that was written in the 
* Old and New Teſtament; and yet for all this 
% FAITR, they be but devils, they remain ſtill in 
' their damnable ſtate, lacking the very true 
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é The right and true Chriſtian Faith, is not on- 
& ]y to believe the Holy Scriptures, and that the 
Articles of our Faith are true, but alſo to have 
a ſure truſt and confidence to be ſaved from 
everlaſting damnation through. Chriſt; or, (as 
defines faith a little after to be) “ a ſure truft 
and. confidence which a man hath in Gob, that 
&, by. the merits of Cur 1sT his fans are forgiven, 
te and he reconciled to the favour of Gon.” 

Theſe are the notions which our Church enter- 
tains concerning Faith, and theſe were the notions 
Mr. Welley adopted; for, (as I have before ob, 
ſeryed) he was a ſtrict Churchman, ſo much ſo 
indeed, that he not only went to church himſelf, 
and even preached excluſively in churches as lon 
as they would permit him, but he made it one o 
the rules of his ſociety, that all the members there- 
of ſhould attend conſtantly. at their reſpedive pa- 
riſh churches;—as I would not, however, wiſh a 


matter of ſuch conſequence as this, namely, the 


proving the Methodiſts to be Church-people, to 
reſt merely on my aſſertion, I ſhall give a quota- 


tion from Mr. Weſley's works on the ſubje&. 


Mr. Weſley, when writing to a great man in his 
day, high in office in the Church, appeals to him 
in the following manner, reſpecting the conſtant at- 
tendance of the Methodiſts at their reſpeQive pa- 


Tiſh churches. „“ You know,” (ſays he). * they 


& are more ape pa therein than ever, it being 
5 one of the fixed rules of our ſocieties, that every 


' & member attend the ordinances of God, i. e. that 


4 he do not divide from the Church. And if any 


„ member does thus divide from, or leave it, he 


% hath no more place among us.” I will not take 
2 4 T 8 5 5 9 7 : = 25 | : l ; | | ; | do | 
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do not relax in their diſcipline in this particular; 

but this much I know, that their hours of worſhip 
at their chapels in London, are fo ordered as to be 

over ſoon enough for their members to go to church 

ems Ce TT TTTOoOTy 


I apprehend I have ſaid enough to explain the 
doarine of Juſtification by Faith, which the Ar- 
minian Methodiſts hold, and that the Faith which 
they approve of is that which produces inward and 
outward holineſs, or a perfett moral deportment. 
1 am, however, anxious before I diſmiſs the con- 
ſideration of their ſentiments, to ſhew that they do 
not fall into the oppoſite extreme, and to exculpate 
them from a charge often brought againſt them by 
their Calviniſtic brethren, (though without the leaſt 
grounds, ) which is, that they preach up Salvation 
by Works, Merit in Man, Free Will, &c. | 


The quotations I have already produced from 
Mr. Weſley's works, might be ſufficient to ſhew. 
the abſurdity of this charge; but as it is of a ve 
ferious nature, and as I have often wiſhed for an 
opportunity publicly to ſhew the fallacy of it, I 
ſhall be a little particular in eontradicting it. | 


Let us attend to the writings of Mr. Weſley, 
and to the ſermons of his preachers, and we ſhall 
ſoon find language quite oppoſite to Salvation 
by Works, Merit in Man, and Free Will; tis true, 
as I have before ſhewn, that Mr. Weſley believed 
in the neceſſity of good works; but then let it be 
remembered, it was such works only as ſpring 
from Faith, Whatis the language of Mr. Weſley? 
he tells us expreſsly, in his Farther Appeal to Men 
of Reaſon and Religion, pages 6 and 7, (thele are 
his very words,) * There is no more of power than 
K of merit in man; but as all merit is in the Son of 
wn | 1 * * © Ged, 


„ 


ke God, in what he has done and ſuffered for us, 


te ſo all power is in the Spirit of God, and there- 


& fore every man, in order to believe unto Salva. 


1 fon, muſt receive the Holy Ghoſt, This i is efſen- 
© tially neceſſary to every Chriſtian, not in order 


5 to his working miracles, but in order to Faith, 
#6 Peace, Joy, and Love, the ordinary fruits of 
& the Spigit.” And again, © It is certain, all true 
6 Faith, and the whole work of Salvation, every 
% good thought, word, and work, is altogether 8 

* the operation W_ the Spirit of God.“ This was 
the language of Mr. Welley about forty years ago; 


and it is exactly the language of the preſent Armi- 


nian Methodiſt preachers. So late as laſt Sunday 
evening I heard one of them, a Mr. Weſt, at their 
chapel in Weſt-ſtreet, Seven Dials, expreſs him- 
ſelf to the following effeR, (I believe I may ven - 
ture to ſay they are his exakt words, as I took them 
down in writing) ſpeaking to his audience on the 
incapacity of man to ſave himſelf, he ſaid, “ if one 
% good thought would merit the Kingdom of Hea- 
& ven, you muſt for ever be excluded therefrom. 


for want of that good thought, for you have it 


not, it is not in your nature, you cannot per- 
form one duty, you cannot even hear a ſermon 
5 to profit, without his gracious influence; you 


K cannot, in a word, perform the leaſt act of rehi- 


* gion without his continual aid. How extremely 
appofite i is this language to the foregoing of Mr. 
Weſley's. Can any reaſonable Calviniſt read 
e and then be bold enough to aſſert, that the 


| Arminian Methodiſts maintain the doctrines of Sal- 


vation by Works, Merit! in Mes, 21 Free 9 
I think not. 


| Having ſhewn at large the "= PE of theſe 


people, let us now e into their conduct; for 


unleſs 


k 
unleſs the latter contraditts the former, they cannot 
be charged with hypocrify, which (if I underſtand 
the term aright) may be ſimply defined to be an en- 


deavour to appear what we are not. 


No. religious body of people that ever exiſted 
have taken a more effectual method to guard 
- againſt hypocriſy than the Armenian Methodifts ;— 
Mr. Wxs8LEzy, as ſoon as he found his miniſtry 

conſtantly attended by a conſiderable number of 
individuals, took the wile precaution of forming 
them into a regular ſociety, and dividing that fo- 


d \ 
* 


ciety into ſmall claſſes, each conſiſting, at that 


time, of about eight or ten perfons. Over each 
of thoſe claſſes he appointed a perſon of piety and 
knowledge, (whom he denominated the Leader of 
that claſs) whoſe buſineſs it was to keep a watch- 
ful eye over the condutt of thofe eommitted to 
their charge—to make ſtri& enquiries of them and 
of others, whether they lived a moral life anſwer- 


able to the profeſſion they made—to reprove them 


when they were wrong; and if they did not liſten 


to that reproof, and amend their lives, to repreſent - 


their default to the Preachers at the next quarterly 


meeting, who would proceed forthwith to read 


them out of the Society. I muſt not neglett to 


add, that in order to remove -all ſuſpicion of hy- 
pocriſy, Mr. Weſley was careful to ſeparate the 
men from the women in thoſe religious meetings, 
as he had diftin& claſſes for each, which bad a 
Leader of the ſame ſex of which that claſs was 
formed. Every member at that time, and every 
ſubſequent member, on being admitted into this 
Society, had their name and place of abode re- 
giſtered in a book kept for that purpoſe ; but pre- 
vious to that admiſſion their conduct was ftrialy 
ſerutinized, and thair character aſcertained; and 


this. 
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this is their preſent practice: by which means i 
is morally impoſſible that any individual Methodiſt 
can be an hypocrite, that is, can act and ſpeak in 
common life contrary to the profeſſions he makes 
before his brethren and the Sorld at large, or that 
being ſuch, they can long continue a member of 
their Society; at all events, he cannot live ih any 
open fin, for if he does, he will very ſoon be ob- 
ſerved by his neighbours, who, by the bye, are 
not in general backward to mark the imperfections 
of their religious acquaintance; and if ſo, it will 
ſhortly find its way to the Leader, and he con- 
tinuing hardened, will ſoon be expelled their 
company. | 
l have thus, I think; clearly exculpated them as 

a body from the charge of hypocriſy, by ſhewing, 
that thetr very inſtitution provides amply againſt 
it, and abſolutely excludes the poſſibility of their 
being ſuch. 1 N oven 

I know I ſhalt be told, that in ſpite of all theſe 
regulations, there muſt be ſome hypocrites amongſt 
them—this I have admitted. That all who are not 
outwardly vicious, indulge themſelves in ſome ſecret 
practice of iniquity which eſcapes their neighbour's . 
eye; and that therefote they had better be outwardly 
wicked (this I poſitively deny), for if even the 
preaching of the Methodiſts only reclaimed men 
from outward fin, it would not be in vain, and they 
would deſerve well of mankind on that account: 
for although hypocriſy cannot indeed be too much 
deteſted, (as a much admired author obſerves),xet 
at the ſame time it is to be preferred to open im- 
piety. They are both equally deſtruQtive to the 
| perſon who is poſſeſſed with them; but in regard 
to others, hypocriſy is not ſo pernicious as bare- 
faced irceligion but I will venture to irs ne 
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the majority of the Methodiſts are not only | free 


from outward. fin, but alſo do not allow them- 


ſelves in even a thought that is contrary to the di- 


vine purity. I ſay do not LO. themelves, for 


it is not in any man's power always to refrain from 
ſinful thoughts. In this ſenſe the Scripture is 


ſtrialy true, © there is none that finneth not, una 


& not one. 


| I now proceed to combat the ſecond charge 
ely, that of their being 


brought againſt them, nam 
« Gloomy Enthuſiaſts.” 


| It is obſerved by a great logician; that, ® to ob- 
* jJe& enthuſiaſm to any perſon, or doftrine, is 
“ but a decent method of begging the ns, 


it generally ſpares the objeQor the trouble of 
& reaſoning, and is a ſhorter and eaſier way of 


“carrying his 'cauſe;” but however unfair this 


method is; it has generally been adopted; for no 


ſooner does any individual or body of people dif: 


cover eminent piety, or fnore than common zeal 
for the glory of God, than they are inſtantly dub- 
bed with the title of Enthuſiaſte. 


Enthuſiaſm has been much talked of, but little 


_ underſtood; for as the ingenious Mr. Robinſon of 


Cambridge, emphatically obſerves, © its friends 
« have miſtaken the thing, and its enemies the 
6 name; very few indeed have any diſtin idea 


of its meaning. Some have ſuppoſed it ſimply to 
be an inſpiration, whether real or imaginary. It 


as certain, however, that all violent tranſports of 
paſſion, (whether in a good or bad cauſe)” may be 
deemed enthuſiaſm, with this difference, that in 
the one it is laudable, and in the other blameable. 
The term is therefore certainly to be taken both 

in a bad and good ſenſe. In a good ſenſe it 


0 X 
" 


Pa 


f 48 7 


theans an entire conformity to the bleſſed God, ; 
1 . 12. 13. and eſpouſing God's intereſt 


in his own way; and in a bad ſenſe it has been de- 
fined by a very able writer, to mean, “a fort of 
« religious madneſs, a falſe imagination of being 
_ * infpired by God; and an enthuſiaſt is one that 
fancies himfelf under the influence of the Holy 
Ghoft, when in fact he is not. It is this latter 
kind of enthuſiaſm which introduces viſions, 
dreams, revelations, myſtic divinity, &c. into re. 
hi gi on. . 
Nov no man, I will venture to-affert, was ever 
more free from this latter kind of enthufiaſm than 
Mr. Weſley ; but as this charge has more relation 
to the ſentiments which the Methodiſts hold, than 
their practice, I fhall again have occaſion to advert 
to the writings of Mr. Weſley, to ſhew that he was 
not mad with this enthuſiaſm, but * ſpake forth the 
« words of truth and foberneſs.” There is nothing 
in the dottrines which Mr. Weſley promulgated, 
that has any tendency to produce gloomy enthnfe- 
aſm. His ſcheme is a benevolent one,—he not 
only tells us that mankind are all fallen, but alſo 
that there is a remedy provided as extenhye as the 
diſeaſe; for, © Chrift,” (ſays he) © taſted death 
for every man;” and ſo far from encouraging 
gloomineſs in his hearers,' he particularly recom- 
mends chearfulnefs, and in every reſpect, a conduct 
widely oppoſite to the gloomy enthufiaft, as FE 
Mall ſhew by two or three extratts from his works. 


Gren EnTrusasts refuſe to take any fort 
of pleaſure, bolding. it extremely unlawful to in- 
dulge themſelves in any kind of ſenſual gratifiga- 
tions ;— Mr. Weſley, on the contrary, recom- 
mended his people to avoid all needleſs auſterities, 
and to allow themſelves in innocent gratifications, 

EVEN. 
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even of ſenſe, provided they kept within bounds, 


and regulated their conduct in this particular by the 

Word of Cod; for he ſays expreſsly, in the aqth _ 
vol. of his works, (after he has been ſpeaking f 
the neceſlity of refraining from /inful enjoyments) 
5 I dare not add Monl. Paſcal's Rule—avosid ell 
% pleaſure. It is not poſſible to avoid al} plea- 
& ſure, even of ſenſe, without the deſtroying the +» 
t body ; neither doth God require it at our hands; 
5 it is not his will concerning us; on t'»2 contrary, 
5% he giveth us all things to enjoy, ſo we enjoy them 
4 to his glory.” Is this the language of a 6x 00MY 
EnTuvs1asT, or the language of a man of found 
judgment, and genuine piety, who wiſhes only to 
exclude men from a participation of that (falſely 
deemed) meg which reduces them to a level 
with the beaſts that periſh?  _ SO we 


Mr. WEsLEx, in another part of his works, 
when repelling a charge that had been brought 
againſt him of his aſſerting, in ſome part of his 
writings, that mo recreations of any kind; conſi- 
* dered as ſuch, were or could be innocent,“ ob- 

| ſerves, © I cannot find any ſuch aſſertion of mine 
55 either in the place you refer to, or any other; 


I 5 but what kinds of recreation are innocent, it is 
& eaſy to determine by that plain rule ether 
ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the 
| * glory of God,” | | I 

| We come now to the laſt charge brought againſt 
| them, that of their being contrafed bigots. In 
; proceeding to exculpate them from which, I ſhall 
f purſue the ſame method as I have taken in excul- 


pating them from the before · mentioned charges, 
i. e. by ſhewing that the tenets Mr. Wefley promul- 
gated among his people, had no tendency to che- 
Tiſh a ſpixii of ** but on the contrary, to 
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expand their hearts, and make them glow with the 

fire of love to all mankind, whether of their opi- 
nion or not, I will admit, however, that every 
man is more or leſs a bigot, in one ſenſe of the 
word, becauſe every man is attached to his own 
opinion; and ſo he undoubtedly ought to be, un- 
til he is convinced that opinion is wrong: but b 
bigatry in this queſtion, I ſuppoſe we are to un- 
derſtand, ſuch a-fondneſs for our own opinion as 
leads us to condemn all perſons who happen to 
differ from us. This kind of bigotry I ſhall ſhew 
the Methodiſts are entirely free from. 


A B1cor, in the ſenſe I have laſt mentioned, 
(who may emphatically be ſtiled a narrow bigot) 
does not allow liberty of judgment to others; but 
thinks eyery man ought umplicitly to ſubſcribe to 
his creed. —How different is this from the charac- 
ter of Mr. Weſly, (and conſequently of any Metho- 
diſt, for they adopt all his ſentiments, as far as they 
are congenial with the Scriptures) who expreſsly 
Jays, in the Preface to the 1ſt vol, of his works, 
that © Every man has a right to judge for himſelf, 
particularly in matters of religion, becauſe every 
man muſt give an account of himſelf to God.“ 


| ConTRracTtd Bigors are not only wedded to 
their on opinions, but hate and oppoſe all that 
differ from them. How different is this alſo from 
the charatter of Mr. Weſley, who particularly cau- 
tions his py a gainſt cheriſhing a ſpirit of this 
nature. Hear his conciliating language. In his 
advice to his people in particular, and Proteſtants 
in general, contained in the qth vol. of his works, 
he ſays, Let your hearts burn with love to all 
* mankind, to friends and enemies, neighbours and 
+ ſtrangers, to Chriſtians and Heathens, Jews, 
Turks, Papiſts, Heretics, to every 3 
„ Wes” T0 owing 
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. God hath made.” 1 will aſk any diſpaſſionate man 
in this aſſembly, whether this is the language of a 
Contracted Bigot, or that of an ingenuous mind? 
and whether people who imbibe ſuch benevolent 
ſentiments as theſe, can poſhhbly fall under the 
deſeription, (or in any-wiſe deſerve the appella- 
tion) of, Contracted Bigots? © 


BicorTay, (as well as Hypocriſy) is undoubt- 
edly a branch of ſuperſtition, and perhaps one 
of the worſt branches; for I am exaQly of 
VoLTAiRE's opinion, that, of all ſuperſtitions, 
hating a neighbour for his opinion is the moſt 
dangerous; this has given riſe to the burnings in 
Smithfield, the cruelties of the Inquiſitions in Spain 
and Portugal, the dreadful maſſacres on St. Bar- 
tholomew's day, and all the religious wars that 
have exiſted, And I am almoſt ready to agree 
with him, that of the two extremes, it would be 
far more reaſonable to adore the moſt paltry 
relics, the milk and the ſhift of the Virgin 
& Mary, than to deteſt and perſecute a brother.” 


I have hitherto anſwered the queſtion negative: 
Re by ſhewing ghat the Methodzfts are not artful: 

Hypocriteg/ gloomy Enthuſiaſts, and contratted 
Bigots; it remains for me now to prove that they 
are © Men of genuine piety, who have revived 

the great work of Religion among Mankind,” 
- Which I ſhall do as briefly as poſſible, in order ta 
make up for the prolixjty of the preceding 9 
vations. 


It is not an unnatural Veli at chis ſtage of 
the debate, (and ſome preſent may be ready to put 
it) “ What is Piety?” It is ſaid of Bi As, THE 
P11LOSOPHER) that, having this queſtion put. to 
3755 1 5 a Vicious man, he was ſilent. The other 
H enquiring 


* 
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ſon } 


enquiring the reaſon, he anſwered, * becauſe you 
* ſpeak of matters which n0wiſe concern you ;” 
as, however, I have a better opinion of this audi- 
ence, than to ſuppaſe they are all vicious, I ſhall 
anſwer the queſtion, which I cannot do better than 
In the words of the celebrated Doctor Johnſon, 
* Piety,” (ſays be) * is elevation of mind towards 
„ the Supreme Being, and extenſion of the thought 
* to another life.” Let any. candid perſon take a 
retroſpective view of the before-mentioned ſenti: 
ments of Mr. Weſley, and trace the ſteps of his fol- 
lowers the Methodiſts ; let him view them in their 
religious meetings, ſee their fervent piety, the ele- 


vation of their foul towards the Supreme Being, 


how they labour to tranſcribe into their lives that 
ſentiment, * Here we have no continuing city, but we 
3 ſeek.one to come,” and thus anxiouſly extend their 
thoughts to another life; let him view, on the 


| Other hand, their moral deportment, their peace- 


able demeanour in the common concerns of life, 


and judge whether they are not, in very truth, Men 


e genuine Piety.— But, have they been inftru- 


mental in reviving the great work of Religion 


among Mankind? 


Here I might enter into a large fielly by ſhew- 
ing the very low ebb at which religion was when 


Mr. Weſley began his labours, but time forbids 


me, a few of his words on that ſubjeft ſhall fuf- 
ice. Mr. Weſley, in his Earneſt Appeal, page 
46, ſpeaking of the flate of religion in this nation 
when he began to preach, ſays, © What yamity 


& and pride, what ſtybbornneſs and ſelfawill, what 


danger,  fretfulneſs, diſcontent, what ſuſpicion 
* and reſentment, what inordinate affections, 
te 


5 what irregular paſſions, what fooliſh and hurt. 
* ful deſires might you find in thoſe who were 
110 4's - 8 # called 


\ „ * 
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„ called the beſt of men, in thoſe who tnade the 
« ſtriteſt profeſſions of religion;” and then he 

goes on to ſhew the much greater extrava ances 

that others fell into, who made no e 

But how ſoon did the preaching of the Methodiſts, 

under God, revive the work of religion. Mr, 

Weſley, when writing to an opponet, tells him 


this, and bids him obſerve the difference that then 


_ exiſted, (though but a few years after he had began 
preaching) © Already,” (ſays he) © God's ſpirit | 
* is poured forth on the outcaſts of men, and his 

„ love ſhed abroad in their hearts. Love of all 
&' mankind, meekneſs, gentleneſs, humbleneſs of 
„ mind, holy and heavenly affections do take 
6e. place of the preceding vices,” dec. going on to 
enumerate the bleſſed change, which, ſays he, is 
known to ally for theſe things were not done in 4 
corner, and truly they were not; it is notorious 
| that the Methodiſts have done great good, I ſcarce 
need mention the reformation they have effected 
in the morals of the colliers at Briſtol and elſe- 
- where ; the revival of religion which they have in- 
troduced at Wedneſbury, at Bury St. Edmunds, 
Suffolk, and in almoſt every county in England 
and Wales, as well as Ireland, Scotland, and 
America "ih ſhort, there is ſcarcely a civilized 
art of the world, (and I was going to ſay uncivi- 
ized either) but what they have viſited and eſta- 
bliſhed ſocieties in. If it ſhould ſtill be aſked 
© what good has their preaching done?” FT an- 
fwer, through the inſtrumentality of their preach- 
ing, the Hlaſphemer has become pious; the liar, a 
lover of truth; the proud, humble ; the ſabbath- 
breaker, a conſtant attendant on places of 3 

the cruel, compaſſionate; the drunkard, ſober; t 
unclean perfon, chaſte ; the fraudulent, juſt in his 
dealings ; and, in a word, the hitherto profane 
B a perſon, 
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N transformed into a TE 8 fs : 
ort, what the pious Mr. Robinſon attributes to 
the preaching of the goſpel in general, I am not 
aſhamed to attribute to the preaching of the Me- 
thodiſts in particular. * By it, the ignorant have 
& been informed, the indolent arouſed, the profane 
& placed before a tribunal of juſtice, and brought 
ö « to genuine repentance; the penitent . led to a 
te throne of mercy, where pardon, was proclaimed 
\ © the doubtful directed, the wavering . | 
* the timid emboldened, the diſtreſſed comforted 
' „ —Wrar Schoof or Puirosoruhr HAS 
t WROUGHT, EFFECTS SO BENEFICIAL. 10 
„ ManxinD 4s THESE?” 


I I'think 1 have now urged ſufficient . to 
juſtify me in giving it as my opinion, that the peo 
ple denominated Methodiſts, are not artful hypo- 
crites, gloomy enthuſiaſts, or contratted bigots; 
but men of genuine piety, who have revived the | 
great work of rr — ennie. | | 
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